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REVREND Six, 


N is no ſpecies of compoſition which pleaſes 

me more, than a good ſermon on any moral or 

religious fubject. I read diſcourſes of that kind, 
not in the expectation of meeting with any thing 
new, on topics which have been ſo often and ſo 
_ fully diſcuſſed, but in the hope of having my heart 
0 better; and when they happen to be writ- 
ten with perſpicuity and ſpirit, I find them ex- 
tremely uſeful in reminding me of my duty, and in 
rouſing me to the proper diſcharge of it. In every 
diſcourſe which bears the title of a ſermon, I ex- 
pect to find, either fame doctrine of religion itluſ- 
trated, and applied for the conſolation of the Chriſ- 
tian, or ſome duty of life explained, and enforced 
by ſuitable e When this is not the caſe, 
I feel a grievous diſappointment. I am not, how- 
ever, one of thoſe moroſe religioniſts, who take no 
concern in human affairs. Like others, I obſerve 
what 18 0. around me: I take an intereſt in 
a = e 2. 


. 
it, however, I did what I uſually do on fuch occa- r 
| fions, I opened my Bible and read the context. I ©: 


1 ſuppoſed. it. might be connected, and which 
I underſtood better than the text itſelf. I pro 


miſed . myſelf much conſolation, for J imagined : 


of a future ſtate; of which the verſe preceding the 
tert ſeemed to contain a moſt delightful deſcrip- 
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the ſubject of the day, and ſometimes employ a 55 tion 
leiſure hour in reading one of thoſe political pamph- ; the 


/ 


lets with which at preſent the world abounds. FD 


But 1 have alſo my hours of meditation, which 
I devote to more ſerious employments; when 1 
wiſh to place politics at a diſtance, and to feaſt my 


mind with the writin gs of thoſe worthy men, who 


Have devoted their time and their talents to pro- 
mote the intereſts. of piety. and virtue. 

- Theſe hours, Sir, I never willingly miſem ploy: ; 
But the blame is not mine, if a political E 
Bs palmed u upon me, in the form of a ſermon; and 
this is the very thing of which I am now to com- | 

lain. In paſling along the ſtreet laſt day, I ſaw 
in the window of a bookſeller's ſhop, a number of 


new publications, diſplayed in ſo i inviting a man- 
ner, that I was tempted to ſtep in, and look at 
them. Among the reſt, I was happy to obſerve a 

ſermon of yours, having often heard you ſpoken of 


as a Clergyman of diſtinguiſhed character; ; the ; 


text was a ſtriking one---Revelations xxi. 5. 


And he that ſat on the Throne ſaid, Behold I make 
All things new.” -. was anxious to have the paſ- 
ſage explained to me; and as I was juſt going home 
to ſpend an hour in ſerious meditation, I thought 


* had found a treafure in this diſcourſe: Accord- = © 
ingly 1 purchaſed it of the bookſeller, and carried = © 


it with me to my-cloſet. Before I began to rede 


ſaw, around the text, ſeveral paſſages with which 
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that the — 1 paſſage might refer to the happineſs 


g tion. 
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| tion; Full of this expectation, I began to peruſe 
the ſermon. As it was delivered at the opening of 


1 5 2 Synod, L was not ſurpriſed that, in your intro- 
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you ſhould be defirous to impreſs your 


Reverend Fathers and Brethren with a juſt idea of 
= yourlearning, by endeavouring to account for the 
uſe of the preſent tenſe, in the expreſſion, Bebold 

I ͤů make all things new. I read, with due reſpect for 
7-20 your grammatical knowledge, the reaſon which you | 
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for this form of conſtruction, viz. that du- 


ration with. God is all one great permanent preſent, 
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2 tant;“ and, without ſtopping to in- 


veſtigate very cloſely the idea expreſſed by theſe 
words, which I was afraid I ſhould not — 4 com- 
oh prehend, I hurried forwards to diſcover the doc- 
trine contained in the text, which I found in the 


+. — 
RSS 
8 


15 nn 
ey” 135 Tr. py 
WET oo of C 
„ On 
e ; 4 
Aer BY; 
4 
1 4 


bath, 
frame of human affairs an active energy, which by 


Page, ſtated i In the following manner © w 


« That the Father of Wiſdom and of Truth, himſel If, 
by his ommpotent hand, interwoven into the 


* mcefſant ſucceſſive exertions, is productive of a con- 
« tinual train o perfective alterations, not overthrow. 


ing or changing fundamental principles, but un- 
= © folding their tendency, and fulfiling the defign of 
their appointment, and thereby continually exhibit- 


& ing ſuch modifications and regular mutations of 


= © things, as are, each as it occurs, well entitled to be 
called new.” 


I confeſs IJ was a little humbled: to find that the 
meaning of this- paſſage was to be ſo extremely dif- 
ferent, from that which I had haſtily affixed to 
it; and my humiliation was greatly increaſed, when, 


on reflection, I began to perceive, not only that L 
% I * miſunderſtood the meaning of the paſſage, but 


that I was not likely ever to underſtand it, ſeeing 
dhe very interpretation of it was more above my 
| | : com- 


1 


comprehenſion, than the text itſelf, at firſt ſight, 

ARA lee 
As Lam a man of ſome perſeverance, however, 
5 and not eaſily overcome by difficulties, I deter- 
mined to make a vigoraus effort in order to get at 
the truth. Having had a grammar ſchool educa -. 
tion in my youth (for my father intended me for 
better things, till unfortunately his circumſtances 
failed), I availed myſelf of the little of my Latin 
which I ſtill remembered; I examined the words 
as they lay in their order, and paſſing ſuch of them, 
as I thought might be ſpared, I began at laſt to 
perceive that the doctrine of the text was this, 

That God bath interwoven in buman affairs a 
Principle of improvement. 

I now proceeded, hoping that no more difficuls 
ties would occur, and truſting that the uſeful in- 
ſtruction I fhould receive, would reward me for 
the trouble I had taken. 'I got at length to the 
end of the ſermon, But alas! my hour for medita= 
tion had paſſed, and my heart was not made bet- 
ter. How, indeed, could it be made better? for 

I had been reading all this time of the arts liberal 

and mechanical, of poets, painters, muſicians, ftatu- 

aries---of the art of the buſbandman, of the navigator, 
of the manufacturer, and the inſtruments they have 
employed---of the origin of the various Governments 
that have appeared on the earth, few, if any of which 
yvqu tell me, have been conſtituted in a rational and 
deliberate manner---of ſecrets in manufactories, of mo- 
nopolies in trade, and exciufrve privileges in baroughs * 
-H religious 2 /bments, confidered as unfavours 
: Able to the progreſs of impruvement, and a variety of 
5 _ ſubjects, equally foreign to the purpoſe for 
ch L ever go ta Church, and for which, at 
this time, I carried A ſermon with me into my 
cloſet. 2 85 
| It 


APJ 
It is true,” indeed, there is one part of the ſer- 
mon, in which you devote a few ſetences to trace 
= the progreſs of religion, from the call of Abraham 
co the preſent time, and you do acknowledge in 
paaſſing, that the progreſs of Grace in the beart of the 
= mndividual, is not leſs intere/ting than the progreſs of 
the Church at large. In this: remark I moſt cor- 
dially agree with you. I will even venture to lay, 
that, to me at leaſt, the progreſs of Grace in the 
beart is not leſs intereſting, than the progreſs of 
Arts and Governments ; and I could not help re- 
etting, that the only ſubject in your ſermon on 
which I wiſhed to dwell, was diſmiſſed as ſoon as 
mentioned, This is not the way in which our 
Fathers treated ſuch ſubjects; but it ſeems there is 
a progreſs improvement going on.. 
Lou introduce the ſame ſubject again, indeed, 
towards the end of the diſcourſe, where you aſk. 
this important queſtion, * And hath not the progreſs 
„ Graceintbeheartof the iædividual much oppoſition. 
* to contend with 2” Yes, Sir, it hath. When I. 
came to this paſſage, I was all attention, hoping 
wͤ;that you would now explain to me the nature of 
this oppoſition, and point out the means of over- 
coming it, which I am ſure you could have done 
much to my ſatisfaction and improvement. But 
after barely ſtating the fact, in two or three figu- 
rative expreſſions, and aſſuring us, in general terms, 
that Grace will prevail, you diſmiſs the ſubject 
again, I ſuppoſe becauſe your time would not now 
permit you to diſcuſs it at greater length; I am, 
truly ſorry, Sir, that this ſhould have been the 
caſe; eſpecially, as in that part of your ſermon on 
which you have choſen to enlarge, there are a va- 
= nety of hints ſuggeſted, which, I think, might have 
been ſpared, and of which, at firſt fight, I could 
perceive the practical application. 
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In the head on Herend for inſtanee, you 
8 tell us, that © i is a provoking truth, that the people 
Have never hitherto been able to gain anything to the 
ide of public liberty, without recourſe lo. had to 

*. open force, or to threatenings of it.“ In this, how- 
ever, I ſuſpect you are miſtaken. In the Student's 
Pocket Dictionary, a uſeful little book, I ſee, un- 
der the article Acts of Parliament, a great number 

of excellent laws for improving the public liberty, 
which were carried in the uſual way through the 
two Houſes of Parliament, and ſanctioned by the 

King's conſent, without recourſe being had to 

open force ; and on the day of thankſgiving for 
the King's recovery, I remember my heart was 
filled with the warmeſt gratitude to God, when we 
were told by our miniſter, a pious, peaceable, and 
learned man, that in the year 1761 an act was 
paſſed (of which our preſent Sovereign himſelf was 

a zealous promoter) for ſecuring our liberties and 
properties againſt oppreſſion, by rendering our 

Judges . independent on the Crown. Though I 

could neither ſuſpect the information nor the vera- 
city of our miniſter, yet, when I came home from 
church, I inquired into the fact, and J offered up 

a new thankſgiving to Heaven, when I found. that 

it was exactly as he had ated it. T his, Sir, was 
applying politics to the buſineſs of the day. 
Lou remind us next of that proud era, In the 
Hiſtory of our Country, when the uſeful bubble of 
opinion was broken, when things were reduced to their 
firſt principles, when the great body of the people were 
rouſed and agitated, and when thoſe who ſhould have 
yielded with a good grace, were compelled by force, 
or intimidated by fear, to comply with juſtice. The 
great body of the people, you tell us in another 
place, are thofe whoſe: hate conſiſts chiefly in their 
. of bodily. Labour, Who thus carry the 
rb VOY: 
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FO part of whar i is theirs about with them, ard 


up abo, therefore, would riſk but little, were even the 


moſt dangerous crifis of the reſiſted ſpirit of improve- 


ment to occur. To what doth all this tend? Shall 


a Chriſtian eſtimate his obligations to peace, only 
by the riſk which he has to — when the bands 


of Society are broken? 
1, Sir, am one of the perſons to whom this de⸗ 


ſcription applies. Though originally intended for 


a learned profeſſion, I was obliged {by the cauſe I 


have already mentioned) to betake myſelf in very 
early life to another em ployment ; ; my family 
(though, F thank God, I can maintain them in a 
very comfortable manner) depend entirely on my 
labour. I have no eſtate; I have no money in 
any of the- banks; 7 thus- carry the moſt valuable 


part of what is mine about with me, and, except my 


own life, and that of my wife and children, I have 
nothing t0-r/e, though the moſt dangerous criſis ſhould 
occur. But even this is not a little. My life is 
valuable to my family ; their lives are N to 
me; and public peace is valuable to us all; that 
we may be permitted (as bathj hitherto been the 
caſe), ro ſweeten one another's exiſtence, white we 
eat our morſel together, in a dwelling g protected by 


Law. We are not afraid to die, bar we with to 


die in our beds. If it ſhall be my lot to die firſt, 
let it not be by the hands of an aſſaſſin, but let 
me have my wife and my children around me, that 


Tmay give them my advice and my I and on 


then: atk them to cloſe my eyes. 

I have no property of my own, Sir, te loſe ; ; but 
J will not, on that account, be the more ready to 
diſturb the order of Society. L am ſenſible that I 
have many failings, but I truſt I have the heart of 
a Chriftian ; and my Bible tells me, that it is my 
duty“ to do unto others as I wifh that they ſhould 


L "po unto me,” I am fax from envying the rich the 


property 
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property ach their fathers have left them, or an 
which their own induſtry hath procured. I reſped oc 
the property of my neighbours, as much as I could me 


my own ; and I ſhall regret it as ſincerely as the 
moſt proſperous of them all, if that criſis ſhall eyer 
occur in which their property ſhall be expoſed to 
danger. I am not rich, Mr. Dun; but I am neither 
a thief nor a robber. 
Again, Sir, let me aſk you, when did that proud 
ra occur, when the bubble of opinion was broken, 
and when things were reduced to their firſt principles“ 
You ſpeak of the time when the Great Charter of 
Engliſh Liberty was ſigned : But my Dictionary 
informs me, that this Charter was procured. from 
King John, in conſequence of a powerful affocia- 
tion among the Barons. Lou ſpeak of the period 
of the Revolution; but my Dictionary ſhews me 
clearly, that at the Revelation things were not re- 
duced to their firſt principles. No, Sir, as far as 
my information reaches, this hath neyer been the 
caſe in any country on the face of the earth, ex- 
cept lately in the kingdom of France, where, 
within the ſpace of four years, things have been 
twice reduced to their firſt principles. In this 
_ fate they ſtill continue, and how long they may 
remain in this ſituation, neither vou nor I can 
form any conjecture. This, ſurely, is not that re- 
 novation of all things to which your text alludes. 
On the roth of Auguſt laſt, the great body of the 
peaple were rouſed and agitated. It was a proud 
era. The condemnation of Fayette, the chief 
_ delfverer of his country, was a proud ara. The 
murder of Barnave, the orator of the people, was a 
Proud æra. The beheading of Madam Lamballe, 
the formal preſentment of her head to the Queen, 
the expoſing her mangled body on the ſtreets, was 
a proud era.. The: maſſacre of the wretched pri- 
ſoners and the defenceleſs prieſts, was a proud ara. 
ng motion for arming twelve hundred e 
and 


cn 9 


| _ the filence of the National Aſſembly on the 
occaſion, was a proud &ra but ſuch an ara as this 
may my country never ſee! 
No man rejoiced more fincerely than 1 did, at 
T XX the opening of the French Revolution. It was a 
9 FF ſpectacle which muſt have delighted every bene- 
r 7 volent heart, to ſee a ſociety, conſiſting of four and 
== twenty millions of men, about to be delivered from 
a moſt oppreſſive and tyrannical Government, 
ZZ without the effuſion of blood. But who can help 
= regretting, that by reducing things to their firſt prin- 
= ciples, they ſhould have loſt the faireſt opportunity 
© that ever was preſented to a nation, of rendering 
themſelves free, and great, and happy. Still, how- 
ever I wiſh them well, and long for the day, 
though it ſeems diſtant, when they ſhall recover 
| from their preſent confuſions. Theſe confuſions OY 
I conſider as a warning, not an example to us; for 
I! cannot reſpect the juſticę of a Government, which 
=> Hath ſuffered ſuch. crimes as thoſe I have men- 
2 tioned to paſs unpuniſhed, nor can I admire the 
7 mildneſfs.or the dignity of their Convention, how- 
euer freely elected, when I ſee them dividing their 
attention equally between what is atrocious, and 
what 1s frivolous ; at one time ſending forth an 
army to lay waſte a kingdom, and, at another, or- 
dering a new coat for Jean Baptiſte. 

Let me aſk you once more, Sir, what kind of 2 
opinions are thoſe, which you diſtinguiſh by the 
name of v/eful bubbles? In ſpeaking on a ſubject 
like this, and particularly before a popular aſſem- : 
bly, it is ſurely proper to be preciſe, left the au- 24. 
dience, miſunderſtanding the doctrine, ſhould carry 
it farther i in practice, than the preacher intends. 
This precaution is peculiarly neceflary, at a time 
when ſo many new doctrines, with regard to reli- 
gion and government are in circulation. ? ws 
5 When you tell me, then, that there are opinions 
pf the kind you mention, you ought. certainly to 
3 B 2 tell 
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tell me alſo, what theſe opinions are. Many doc- 
trines which our fathers held ſacred, are now re- 
garded as bubbles, Among the French, for ex- 
ample, religion of every kind ſeems to be conſi- 
dered as a Bubble, to which they will hardly apply 


the epithet ge,; and were you at preſent living 


in that Land of Freedom, I am not ſure if it would 


be ſafe for you to pronounce the very words of 


your text, becauſe it is introduced by this expreſ- 


ſion, And he that ſat on the Throne ſuid. In France : 


the inſtitution of the Sabbath is conſidered as 

bubble; and when I read weekly in the * 
of the meetings of the National Convention on 
that ſacred day, which in every Chriſtian country 
is ſet. apart to commemorate our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection from the dead, I feel a religious horror ri- 


ſing within mea horror which is much increaſed, 


when I conſider the nature of the buſineſs in which 
they are generally engaged. 
Theſe laſt obſervations, however, have no dps 


parable connection with any thing that you have 


aid. I believe you to be a man of ftri piety and 


virtue, and I truſt that nothing is farther from 


your intention, than to juſtify any of the doctrines 
to which I now allude. Indeed, to do you juſtice, 
youhave not once mentioned the affairs of France. 
Your doctrine is altogether of the general kind. L 


only ſtate theſe remarks, as a part of the train of 
thought, which was ſuggeſted to my mind by the 


peruſal of your ſermon ; and I do fo, not fo — 5 


on your own account, as for the ſake of ſome of 


your readers who might be led, inadvertently, to 


apply your general doctrine to caſes which, I am 


lure, you could not have in your view. 


I come now to the concluſion of your ſermon; 


in which you addreſs yourſelf more immediately to 
the great body of the people, among whom I take 
my 1 8 that from you I may learn my duty as 
A Chriſ- 
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4 Chriſtian. 1 have your ſermon in my hard jult 
now, that 1 may read this paſſage a ſecond time, 
for it ſeemed to contain an g to my pur- 


ſe. a 
eo tell us, that we are but With the Reli- 
gion of Chr, and heirs .of the happieſt civil 
conſtitution- in Europe. For theſe valuable bleſ- 
ſings, it ſhall be my ſtudy to cheriſh the warmeft 
gratitude to Heaven. You exhort me, © 10 bbve 
God, 10 honour the King, to venerate the Conftitu- 
tion, and to maintain the laws of my country,” by 


wich you mean, no doubt, that I ſhould obey 


them. Now, I find that-you and I are likely to 


be at one. Theſe are excellent advices; I feel my 
obligation to comply with them. 


What follows? Speaking of our laws and go⸗ 
vernment, you ſay, * Add what is wanting, e- 
« nerate what is decayed, correct what is amiſs.” |} 
Here am a little puzzled. I am ſure I wiſh 

well to my country; but this, I am atraid, is not 


proper work for me. Before I can comply with 


your admonition, I muſt make it my ſtudy to 


know exactly what is Wanting, what- is decayed, 


what is amiſs? To touch ſuch a Conſtitution as 
ours, requires a very tender hand, for you told me, 


juſt now, that it is the happieſt conftitution i in Europe, 


and I ſhould never forgive myſelf, if by proceed- 
ing raſhly or ignorantly, [ ſhould 1 e 0 gprious | 
a fabric. | 

As this part of your 8 was : addecfl ed to 
ſuch people as myſelf, who am far from being 
deeply ſkilled in the practice of politics, I really 
wiih, Sir, that you had been more particular in 
telling us what our duty is. I find, that now-a- 


days, men differ exceedingly in their opinions 


with regard to what is amiſs in our Govern- 
ment. Some people tell us, that it is all wrong 


to . owin g to its not having been conſtituted in 


N 


a rational | 


„440 
2 ada and deliberate manner; a ſentiment very 
different, indeed, from that which you expreſs at 
the top of this page. But for my part I can never 
agree with ſuch people, for I feel myſelf as ſecure 
and happy, as it is poſfible for any Government to 
make me. My life is defended from violence; 
the path of induſtry is as open to me as to the 
greateſt man in the ſtate ; the fruits of my induſ- 
try are my own; and no perſon, from the King 
on the throne to the meaneſt of the people, hath 
power to oppreſs or injure me. What more can 
any Government do for me? J have taxes, indeed, 
to pay; but I conſider them as the price of my 
ſecurity, and I pay them without a grudge. Be- 
fides, they are impoſed in ſo equitable a manner, 
that they fall on the various claſſes of the ſubjects, 
exactly in proportion to their wealth. I pay more 
of them, juſt now, than I did ſome years ago, be- 
cauſe, from the increaſing price of my labour, I 
can afford to enjoy more of thoſe conveniencies 
of life on which the taxes are laid, than I could 
then do; and he that has twice my income pays 
twee as much to the ſtate. 
IJ know that in every country, Government muſt 
be ſupported; and there is no kind of work, which, 
I think, ought to be better paid for, than the 
Work of thoſe, who withdraw themſelves from 
other employments, in order to devote themſelves 
to the public ſervice. In a flouriſhing country 
ke ours, this is peculiary neceſſary, and I confeſs 
1 ſhould not like to ſee, that (while every perſon 
around them was -rich) the ſervants of the ſtate 
alone were poor. Bad payment, bad ſervice, 18 a 
maxim which every trader Fuad den I am far 
from pretending to juſtify any unneceſſary expen- 
diture of the public money ; but ſtations of public 
truſt ought, ſurely, to be filled by men of diſtin- 
uiſhed abilities; and in order to ſecure this, the 
profits of — ſtations ought to be fuch, that "a 
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of abilities may aſpire after them. The-greater part | 
of our taxes, however, ariſe not from the annual 
expences of Government, but from the public 
debt, in which the nation has been involved, by 


Wars and other events, which, I truſt in God, will 


ſeldom occur again: and this I conſider as a debt 
of juſtice to thoſe who have lent their money to the 
ſtate ; as much @ debt of juſtice, as any of the little 


| ſums which my employers owe to me. 


That part. of the taxes which goes to fupport the 
dignity of the Crown, I am far from regarding 
as miſapplied. 'The gifts of freemen ought to be 
worthy of c themſelves ; ; and it is proper that our 
liberality ſhould give a leſſon to thoſe arbitrary 
princes who impoveriſn their ſubjects by oppret- 
fion, and convince them, that the Sovereign can 
then only be happy, when the public purſe is in 
the power of the people. I confeſs, Sir, I feel a 
pride in being a ſubject of the Britiſh Government, 
and I think it is an honeſt pride. I am pleaſed to 


ſee our King ſurrounded with a degree of ſplen- 


dour, ſuited to the eminence of his ſtation ; and 1 ; 
conſider him as the greateſt ſovereign in Europe, 
becauſe he is the Sovereign of a Nation of Free. 
men, who enjoy, under his reign, a degree of pro- 
ſperity and bappinels, unknown before, even in 
Britain. = 4 
I need nods to look een me, in 3 to 5 | 
convinced that this is the caſe. My neighbours 
are all flouriſhing and wealthy. The price of their 


labour has increaſed of late, much more than in 


proportion to the taxes. They are becoming 
richer every day, and it is impoſſible to ſay to 
what an extent our condition may be improved, 
if we will be perſuaded to reſt ſatisſied with our fi- 
tuation, to apply ourſelves diligently to our dif- 
terent occupations, and to avail ourſelves of the 
important advantages which at preſent we enjoy. 
. heſe, Sir, are the reaſons why J cannot agree 
. with 


616 


with thoſe who are diſſatisfied with the Govern- 
ment under which we live. I judge of govern- 
ments, not as they do in France, by any abſtract 
notions of perfection, but by the effects which they 


Sion 
actually produce; and from the effects which our vou 
Government has produced for more than an hun- 1 
dred years, you and I are juſtified, I think, in gen 
maintaining, that it 1s the bappip civil Conſtitution | and 
15 Europe. = Im 

No human ſyſtem, indeed, is abſolutely free 1 
from imperfection ; and you ſeem to inſinuate, 1a 
that our Government alſo has its defects. If it be | Er”: 
a reform in the Parliamentary Repreſentation, to. on 
which you exhort me to contribute, I have no e 
objection, for my part, that this, or any other re- 0 
form, ſhould take place, when the wiſdom of Par- wy 


. Hament ſhall ſee it proper. In the mean time, © 
however, as I ſuffer no oppreſſion, or inconveni- ME ac 
ence from the preſent ſtate of affairs, I will not 


 ealily be perſuaded to neglect what I owe to my re 
family, in order to promote the ſchemes. I con- 41 

' feſs I have ſuffered myſelf to be too much led 2 
away of late by the example of others. I have i 
ſpent too much of my time in reading political | * 
pamphlets, and attending Societies for promotin 7 
Reform. I am determined to do ſo no longer. 5 1 
ſee that the ſentiments of m neighbours. are ex- 1 
_ tremely diſcordant on the ſubject, and I wiſh to ; 
live in peace with them all. If a Reform ſhall be | 


brought about, it is well; I know it cannot make 

me a happier man than 1 am, and 1 hope it will 

do me no harm. . Our Legiſlators, whoſe temper, 

you aflure me, is ſo *equitable, underſtand theſe 
matters much better than I do, and 1 in them! ſhall 
continue to confide. _ l 
There is one word in this ſentence, on which I 

beg leave to make a Rees in EE It is the 


Word 


* 


* Ges page 16 


„„ | 
od regenerate, which you here employ in a ſenſe 
WE not very uſual, I think, in the pulpit. I know that 
nn France, where politics have ſwallowed up reli- 
gion, the term regeneration is uſed to denote what 
vou expreſs more happily by reducing things to 
bbeir fir/t principles. But in this country it has 
generally been employed to denote a religious idea, 
and in this ſenſe I always wiſh to ſee it uſed, when 
l meet with it in a ſermon. 
l come now to the laſt ſentence of your fermon. 
l always liſten with peculiar attention to a ſpeak- 
er's laſt words, becauſe I am told in a little book 
on Logic which my father left me, that it is an 
Z *< eſtabliſhed rule in oratory, to reſerve for the con- 
« clufion of the oration, the ſentiment which the 
« ſpeaker is moſt anxious to impreſs on the minds 
Of his hearers.” Let us hearken, then, to your laſt 
advice Contribute your part to make all Europe 
| Jenfible, that the profligate opinion is no longer to be 
received, that the people are made for the prince, and 
not the prince by and for the people, that nations are 
no longer to be ſacrificed to the vanity of princes, and 
to the rapacity of thoſe about them. mn. 
+. Here, Sir, I am again at a loſs. I wiſh to do 
my duty, but you have not told me how to diſ- 
charge it. How ſhall I contribute to ſhew, that 
the people were not made for the prince ?---Not 
ſurely by invading the. prerogatives of our own 
= H#ing, whom you have exhorted me to honour; 
== . who, you {ay with truth, * delights to be the Father of 
Bie People, and whoſe prerogatives are already fixed 
and limited by law. Beſides, to whom ſhall J 
=z ſ{#hew.this! The doctrine which you require me to 
mrefute, is, indeed, a moſt prefligate one; but for 
more than an hundred years, it hath been publicly 
e xploded in Britain; and Ioan ſee little good that 
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gard to Government, which (if I may judge from 
ſome expreſſions ſcattered. rarely throughout your 


been well underſtood in this country ſince the glo- 


are to make all Europe ſenſible of it. This is a 
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ſhould 1 leave my family to ſet out on ſuch an er- 


ſhall I begin my labours ? Shall I go to France? 


tugal? You ſurely do not mean to conſign a poor 


ſides, I neither underſtand the languages of theſe 


„n 


is to be done, by going about to combat a dec- 
trine which nobody maintains. Find me a man, 
however, who will aſſert that the people are made 
For the prince, and I ſhall comply with your ad- 
vice, by telling that man to his face, that he main- 
tains a moſt profiigate opinion; and Lam ſure that 
our gracious Sovereign will think me a good ſub- 
ject for ſaying ſo. - 
Princes were made for the owls: not, indeed, 
as is the caſe in France, to be treated with that in- 
juſtice and cruelty, from which the laws of our 
happy land would protect the meaneſt criminal ; 
but to be honoured and obeyed by thoſe over 
whom they rule in wiſdom, as the miniſters of God 
unto them for good. This is my doctrine with re- 


ſermon) accords exactly with your own. It has 


rious æra of the Revolution. Where then am I 
to preach it? You ſay, that I muſt contribute m 


hard ſaying. But by what authority ſhall I aſ- 
ſume the title of an apoſtle for Europe? or why 


rand as this? Will it be ſufficient for me to tell 
Europe, that I am ſent by you? In what kingdom 


There is no need for my ſervices in France; the 
French have already ſhewn, that the people are 
the tyrants of kings. Shall I go to Spain or Por- 


harmleſs man to the priſon of the inquiſition. Be- 


countries, nor do my circumſtances enable 1 me to 
undertake ſo diſtant a miſſion. 43 


The ſubjects which you introduce into y your tos 
mon ſometimes make me forget, that it has for 


its 


0 


is motto a paſſage of Scripture. But though I. 


can fmile at an extravagant advice, I with to be 


ſerious alſo on proper occaſions: and now, Sir, 1 
tell you in earneſt, chat L will not comply with your. 
| requeſt. 
1 have other batinels to occupy: my attention. 
L have a family, who are dear to me, to provide 
for; and being a man engaged in trade, I have it 
in my power to do more for them, at preſent, thay. 
in any former period of my life. The confuſions 
which prevail in the Continent have interrupted 
the induſtry of ſome nations which formerly were 
rivals to us. How long this ſtate of affairs may 
laſt, I know not; but, in the mean time, there is a 
greater demand for the different articles 1 in our line 
than we are able to anſwer. This is a harveſt to 
me, which I am determined to improve. Europe 
is too large a ſphere for any exertions which I can 
make; Glaſgow is wide enough for me. I am 
extremely doubtful whether my country would 
be benefited by my taking part in thoſe political 
factions which at preſent prevail; but I am ſure 
that my family will be much the better for my 
induſtry in my on employment; and if, amidſt 
the labours which I devote to them, I reſerve 2 
due portion of my time, for diſcharging my duty to 
my God and my brethren around me, I thall then 
have the ſatisfaction to think that I am acting as it 

becomes a Chriſtian. 
It has ever been my rule, Sir, to conſult my 
Bible, more than the works of men; and I will en- 
; deavour, to the utmoſt of my power, to live as it 
directs. Ves, Mr. Dun, I will live as my Bible di- 
rects me; T Roll fludy to be quiet, and 19 do Wy 
© own buſi neſs ; Tull not exerciſe myſelf in great mat- 
* ters, or in things that are too high for me.” I will 
imitate the virtues of my maſter, * who was meek 
« and lowly i in | beart, who did not WY we, nor lift 55 | 
C 2 nor 


62 
« nor cauſe his voice to be heard in the Rreets.” tn 
compliance with the admonition of the Apoſtle, I 
will © render unto all their dues ; tribute to whom tri- 
gute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whon! 
% fear, honour to whom honour.” and whatever 
others do, I will not ceaſe to © offer up continually, 


" ſupplications, and prayers, and interceſſions, and 


* thankſgivings for all men, for Kings, and for all that 


* are'm authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
* peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, for theſe 
% things,” the Scriptures aſſure me, © are good and 


% acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour.” 
Theſe, Sir, are my fixed reſolutions ; and while 
I follow ſuch high authorities, I have no fear of 
being miſled. This, I am perſuaded, is the very 
conduct, which, in the ordinary train of your diſ- 
_ courſes, you exhort your hearers to purſue. My rea- 


ſon for addreſſing you at preſent, is, in the fir/t place, 


to prevent your doctrine (which, I muſt ſay, you 
have ſometimes expreſſed in language that is rather 


unguarded) from being applied by a careleſs rea- 


der to purpoſes which you could not mean it to 
ſerve; and, in the ſecond place, to expreſs my re- 


gret, that you ſhould have ſuffered yourſelf, even 


for once, to be ſeduced from that line of uſeful 
preaching, in which I hear you excel, into the' 
thorny path of politics. 


You know your duty too well, for me to offer 


you an advice; but you will not ſurely be offend- 
ed, though I ſhould venture to addreſs to yourſelf 
f thoſe excellent admonitions, which you offer to 
your Fathers and Brethren---admonitions which, 

in my opinion, are worth all the reſt of your ſermon: 


Exer inculcate the divinity of Chriſt, the importance 


« of his mediatory office, and the neceſſity of faith in 
« him, in order to juſtification - before God. Ever 
* Mm, that they Kt have believed, muſt have the 


hy Spirit of nk pL in them, and be formed, in the ae” : 


a 
n 


. 


40 e rind, on his exarple ; pr ft 2 flababe- 
dienceto bis precepts, and the maintaining of a cha- 
= © rater, marked with that purity, piety, and righte- 
We © ouſneſs which becomes the Goſpel of Feſus.” | 
= Preach on theſe ſubjects, Sir, and print every 
- | femon which'you preach. I will purchaſe them 
W with the little that I can ſpare, and read them 
with delight. 

ls am far, Sir, from grudging you that unufual 
mark of approbation which you received from 
pour Pariſhioners on account of this ſermon, in an 
We advertiſement which I read, ſome time ago, in a 
= newſpaper. Long may you enjoy their eſteem and 


delayed ſo long to give this public teſtimony in 


häeard, that not a Sabbath hath paſſed fince your 
19 ſettlement among them, on which you have not 
delivered to them inſtructions, much more calcu- 
WE lated to promote their ſpiritual improvement, and 
ez conſequently much more worthy of their gratitude, 
. than thoſe which this ſermon contains. 
Fou will with, perhaps, to know how I think 
WE this ſermon ſhould be diſpoſed of. I am far from 
L | contidering it in the light of a ſeditious publica- 
tion; on the” contrary, in one or two places you 
1 70 J expreſs a very becoming reſpect for our King, for 
our Legiſlators, and for our Conſtitution. I ima- 
WE gine its chief aim is to promotea Reform in our Par- 
a laamentary Repreſentation; at leaſt (if I may judge 
from the advertiiement formerly mentioned) your 
& pariſhioners, whoſhould underſtand your meaning, 


1 8 is feem to have conſidered it in this view. On this 


2 1 ſubject, Sir, you are certainly entitled to hold 
Pour own opinion, and I have no defire that 
WE It ſhould be ſuppreſſed. But your text will afford 


| adviſe" 1s this: 


affection. I only regret, that they ſhould have 


your favour; for I am perſuaded, from what I have 


good ground for a diſcourſe on another plan, more 
fuited, perhaps, to — pulpit--And what I would 
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Throw your ſermon into the enn of a panipti- 
let; expreſs yourſelf a little more preciſely with 


reſpect to the object which you have in view. Let 


{ome of the paſſages which I have mentioned, he 
guarded in ſuch a manner, that they may neither 
be miſunderſtood by the careleſs, nor perverted 
by the deſigning, to purpoſes which you mean 
not to ſerve; and, if you wiſh that the pamphlet 
ſhould have a motto, you will eaſily find one in 
{ome of the heathen poets, with which you muſt 


be better acquainted than I can be expected to be. 
My education in the Latin language proceeded no 


further than to enable me to read Ovid, which I 
could once do with tolerable eaſe. I ftill remem- 
ber a few lines of the Metamorphoſis, which my 
maſter made me get by heart; and I think I can 
ſuggeſt a paſſage which will ſait your ſubject pretty Et 
well. It is the very firſt line- of the firſt book of 


the Metamorpholis--- 


In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas 
Corpora 


By corpora you can 1 hw. that the Poet 
means bodies politic; and formas will correſpond 


admirably to the character you give of all the 


governments that have hitherto appeared in the 


world , few, if any of which, you ſay, have been con- 


 fittuted in a deliberate and rational manner, and 


which, therefore, may be conſidered, as mere 
bubbles, phantoms, or forms, playing before the fan- 
cies of men. 


Indeed, the ds. firſt ſection of this Rook! 


Which relates to the creation, might afford a happy 


illuſtration of the doctrine of reducing things to 
their firſt principles; for as the world aroſe out of 


chaos, ſo it might eafily be ſhewn, that the true 


ſyſtem of - ſocial order can ariſe only out of anar- 
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1 *proving of ſuch doctrine, I have no objection that 
political eſſays ſhould be founded on ſuch paſſages 
as theſe; but I do moſt ſincerely wiſh to ſee poli- 
tics baniſhed from the pulpit. Political ſermons 


are attended with many bad effects. They lead 
almoſt unavoidably to the perverſion of the ſa- 
| cred ſcriptures; they degrade the dignity of reli- 
gion, by connecting it with the faction of the day, 
Z and turn the attention of the people, from ſubjects 
| which might improve their hearts, to ſubjects 
which can ſerve only to inflame their paſſions; to 
me, at leaſt, it appears that the little portion of 
time which the lower claſſes of men can ſpare, 
from their neceſſary labour, and their neceſſary 
reſt, would be much better employed in commun- 
ing with their own hearts, and conſulting the 
word of God, which would form them to content- 
ment and peace, than in debating on political 
ſubjects, or poreing over political treatiſes, many of 
which ſerve only to beget in them a groundeſs diſ- 
Jatisfaction with their condition, and to prepare 
them for © every evil work.” We have ſeen in France 
that politics have baniſhed every form of religion, 
and that the frantic ſongs of what is termed Li- 
berty, have been ſubſtituted for the Praiſes of God. 
God forbid ! that this ſhould ever be the caſe in 
our land. The inhabitants of Great Britain have 
hitherto been diſtinguiſhed among the nations, as 
a religious people. I truſt that this will ever be 
their character. Their little libraries are filled, as 
yet, with books of piety and devotion, with the 
writings of Watts and Henry, and other worthy 
men. But, I confeſs, I have been alarmed, of late, 
to ſee ſome of them purchaſing with ſuch avidity, 
the political pamphlets which are circulated, 1 
think, with roo much zeal; and I was ſhocked 
the other day, when one of my neighbours in- 
formed me, that he had ſold that valuable treatiſe 
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- Before Lem this ies: to. The Printer, I ſhowed 3 it to my 
n neighbour the Schoolmaſter, that he might correct 
And poliſh the ſtyle. I was happy to find, that in general he 
approved of what I had written. He regretted, however, that 
In confidering one part of your ſermon, I had not given a lift | 
-of ſome very important; laws that have been paflad, for im 
Proving our public liberty, without ene N had to meu 
Force, or to threatenngs of it. 

4 offered me his aſſiſtance in making up . A i, of 
which I gladly accepted and by the hel of my Pocket Die- 
tionary, and his memory, chi- & good one, I now preſert 
N with the following catalogue uf Acts of Parliament: 

An Att for vacating the Seat of 2 Member of Parlia- 
ment who ſhall accept, of 2 Place, and fencing. him back to 
bis Conſtituents. 

An Act for R the Sum which the King g is allowed t to 
Live i in Penfions. . 
The aboliſhing a great em off gs, EINE were con- 
Adered as unneceſſary, vis. the Board of Green Cloth, the 

ene Trade, the Lords of Police in Scotland, Gs 
- The: prohibiting Contractors tot in Parliament. 

The Fop riving 5 Officers of the Cuſtoms or Exciſe, of the 

Fond of Long at Elections . 
1 rewe, 9883 paſſed for extending the Power af FOG in 

THEN. FILED EK n : | 
There are. 2 Kart ty.of other rank * which have 
n pale "from ti time fince the Revolution; > but cheſe 

iczent to few, 
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our Parliament is far from being 
entive to the mtexeſts of the people, and that thoſe perſons 
5 _ miſtaken, hd Hy, that therprdple have neuer bitberis 
been able to gui any thing to the fide! of public liberty, mah 
"6 W — 4 2 * e ve. ro . A. 
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